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James B. Adams, a 28-year bureau veteran 
last of Hoover-era holdovers in position of 


Top FBI Aide Adaiiak 
Quits Unexpectedly^^.; 
Accepts Texas Post;-"’ 


^ V By Charles R. Babcock 

‘ Waihintion Posi SUff Writer 

James G. Adams, the No. 2 roan in the Federal 
• Bureau of Investigation, unexpectedly annoiutced ] 
his retirement yesterday. v 

The 28-year (bureau veteran, last of the Hoover^nai 
holctovers in a position of power at the FBI.^ an- 
nounced he is leaving to return to his home state .of 
Texas and take a position as head of criminar.!^ . 
tice planning on the staff of Gov. WiUiam ClemeritsJ^ - 

The retirement was a surprise to most at the.BBI> , 
and the Justice Department because the S2-ye^tr9ld 
Adams has been associate director only a year. and. 
is nearly three years away from man^tory r^Vire- 
ment ‘i 

The* announcement also comes as FBI Dlr<^^r 


j William H. Webster considers the resuics oi 
I ternal investigation in which Adams’ name has beej? 
j mentioned. ... . • 

I Webster made it clear yesterday, hov^Vet.'^^iU 
Adams' sudden retirement was voluntary and not 
! connected to the investigation of a possible FBb 
cover-up of allegedly iU^gftI:bifeak. ins! during dom£? 

tic security 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell requested the’iWS 
quiry a year ago to determine why the FBI gavertlmJ 
congressional General Accounting Office andT/ttife^* 
committees incorrect .information aboat* 
the number of break-ins. Adams testified under ««th 
on the subject several times, but told The Washipg*H 
ton Post last yeap that he did not know tjie Infokmari 
tiqn ww, wrong; (j'ijj j. |i?rK.||. 3 ,,i-,- 

B^ause of Adams’' poterttial' UiWnljfViWfebsttr's 
decision to elevate him to the No. 2 post a-yeariqgO'j 
was considered one of the nbw director’s few contrn-’ 
verslal moves. ^ 

Yesterday Webster issued strong statement Rcajs- 

ing Adams and clearing him of any involvement* iii 
' the alleged cover-up. 

The investigation “has produced no evidence that^ 
[Adams] participated ' in, condoned or had knowli 
edge of any such acUvities,” Webster said. 

The director also said; “Jim .-^dams has hacL 8i 
long and honorable career and I shall miss his wfse 
and candid counsel, . . .’1 fj 

Adams said in a phone interview that he is leaiv 
jtog because, he has an opportunity to returjt^Mjo*. 
Texas in a responsible law enforcement job. 

You know I have a deep, abiding love for Texto' 
a^ have always planned to retu^h there.” he sdJd. 
There is no other reason for my leaving.” 1 !> 

He said he agreed with Webster about basic dlreiH 
tions and policies in the bureau. 

And he emphasized that he was not iiinnidg awarv* 
from the cover-up investigaUon. He said that: had 
» cleared, “I would never have left tmttl: 

all those issues had been resolved.” juiw- 

Adams said he will leave the FBI In about a 
month and begin his new job as excutive director of 
- Clements criminal jusitce division June 1. rrr 

Though he is leaving a $50,000-a-year job foi^>n# 
paying $39,000, he said, his $30,000 FBI pension will 
more than offset the loss in base pay. ' ^ \ 

Adams’ ties to Texas are evident ,in his offeoef 
They include a cactus garden, a picture of the 
Alamo and numerous mementoes of the Baylor Ij*i- 
versity football team. ' J S^. 

Adams was reared in Texas, was a Japanese trams- 
lator In World War II and then received B.A. and 
law degrees from Baylor. He served in the Texas 
state legislature two years before becoming ah FBk 
$gnetinl951. i * ’ .'^ 27 ib 

Adams’ rise in the’FBI hierarchy Wlds^titii*bukH»thei 
powerful administrative division un81^'‘Johtt*nP. 
Mohr^^a close aide to Hoover. He als<r 
made enemies, according to FBI officials-^ *an ^ 
spection division, supervlsor_and per^riri^.«x 5 ttir 
cer In charge of promotions and transfers. ' >f»tr 
. He became an assistant dlrectoif -In' then 
chief of investigations *and last year associate 'direct 
tor. After HooveFs death in 1972^ he becirte Tteostn 
uicveasingly as one of the FBI’s' most cbnipelen^-afid 
knowledgeable officials.' -f • * o.via i : 

Du^g the tenure of DirectX ”Cnari^nce'’‘ic!n'l^* 

^ playbd^'i key-TolAiJn. 

onefing and testifying before congiessionid'learieish 
He was the backbone on the bureau in'thosh daarsd^- 
one high-ranking burean field agent srid yesterSkr: 

It was during these same years of revetatlen 
a^ut all^eged FBI wrongdoing that Adams also. wai 
criticized by some colleagues. 

When he was promoted to associate director, Tima 
iMgazine ran a story about Adams ‘filled with invaci 
uve from veteran field agents. And just Monday 
mght, J. Wesley Swearingen, told a national televs-’ 
^”J®^'^ewer that Adams was “incompetent” and 
a liar about the extent of FBI break-ins. 

Adams said yesterday that he has learned to 
with criticism. But one official familiar with hie'jmi 
reer said yesterday: “I think he just got fed up^wittf’ 
the harassment.” ^ iJT 




